HOW TO CITE:
Thackeray JF. Comparison 5 , both of which relate to temperature but use independent sources of data.
The oxygen isotope values for the Cango stalagmite are shown in Figure 1a . These values can be compared to the relative changes in Thackeray's temperature estimates for the Boomplaas sequence (Figure 1b) . The implication is that there is remarkably good agreement between the raw oxygen isotope data from the speleothem 4 , and the calibrated temperature curve for the Boomplaas Holocene sequence, based on Thackeray's 5 multivariate analysis of fossil rodents and insectivores.
It would appear that the raw oxygen isotope data reflect variation in mean annual temperature, without using a complicated transfer function of the kind employed by Talma and Vogel 4 .
Using data from the correlations indicated in Figure 1 , the following regression equation can be obtained for a relationship between mean annual temperature (MAT) and oxygen isotope ratio (OIR):
These results are potentially relevant to interpretations of oxygen isotope ratios from other speleothems, at least for part of the Quaternary in regions adjacent to Boomplaas Cave and the Cango Caves. 5 . These Holocene samples are dated between circa 1000 and 6000 BP (see radiocarbon dates in Table 1 ). The two curves appear to be correlated (dashed lines).
